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Assistant attorney General 
Viuri an Olney III 


. Director* FBI ... ^ / 
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CARYL CHESSMAN - VICTIM 
' 'CIVIL RIGHTS 


- *1 7 bfi ~*~f 


July 1* 19514 


There is attached a copy of a letter 
dated June 22* l95i*., to the President of the 
United States from V/enzelpfRrown who identifies 
himself as Chairman of the American Writers 
Committee to Save Chessman. , /• / 


• It Is requested that following a 
of the attached, you advise whether or not 
investigation is desired by this Bure.au, 


review 

any 


Attach&Anfc 
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NOTE I 

The Bureau received only a copy of the letter to the President 
and for -this reason the receipt of the copy is not being acknowledged. 
3ureau files reflect that an individual possibly identical with Brown 
wrote a book entitled "Dynamite On Our Doorstep" which deals witn tne 
plight of the Puerto Rican. people. According to an article in the 
"Daily Worker" 12-20-1*5, which was very critical. Brown had taught 
English in t]ie Puerto Riqah schools. He was also the author of a book... 
entitled "Hong Kong Aftermath" and allegedly was an American teacner 
who was -repatriated on the Gripsholm. (100- 3" 7 7 "A) 

dn ~ra On 3-ii-l*7 a person by the same name as Brown appeared at the 

office and stated -that he was under contract with the Greenberg 
/ publishing Company of New Y.<?rk City and was writing a book about 
n The State of Georgia. 11 Brown requested the position 01 the Bureau 
\ relative- to the Monroe lynching case and under what jurisdiction the 
Bureau had entered the cas§. He was advised at that time no comment .... 

^Toisoa 2- could be made. v , By letter dated 6- ^-^fLegal Attache Caracas, 

Boardm.n Venezuela, advi's.ed that Wenzell Brown was-knovm tjo the Legal ^ -... 

Belmont — Attache (Joseph* P. Sfmtoiana, Jr.^now'SAC iif Portland).. 

ai a »in. — .j*- uas recalled that Bto wn was one"of( tho teachers of English 

Puerto Rico, and at of wr ft ing^t^t .letter was in 

Tamm — -r-Venezuela for- 'the purbose of writ^iag-^.bo'ok ortt that country. 

MoV/^rZI (54-31969) V • ” ‘3i?U'cr , n ■ • \Wl 

Wintered ^ > , XT , /- (NOTE CONT’D PAGE; 2) V t ' •**: . '• * 

sar— V , 

i§34 */• 1 < n • . ' 



J> 'IQ 

In t he case entitled 

- Laughing Men The Caribbean 
Caldron" u book by Wenzell -Brown. (100-326817-5) 

In an* editorial which appeared in the "Puerto Rican Libre' 
on Il-l7-ii5 it was stated that one Wenzell Brown had written a °° ok 
on Puerto Rico. This article was very critical of the oook. • This ^ 
paper, however, is an ant i r American paper published o- alleged me.no<.. 
of the Nationalist Party of - Puerto Rico, {bd-( (di.~u\ ' 
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Chessman was convicted under the -Lit*, 

" -*• "*ed «** Bandit^ Und ^ h *»' 

• — P ana rape AUco «- 

■* ° n0t bolleV8 Chessman is euiltv a r +~ 

of which he has been convicted Ib „ thb crime 

atua 7l n n the evident objective^ ^ ^ 

ot his guilt. - * reasonable doubt- 

V* * . • 

Chessman is ^ 1Ity of othor . 
honaonos ana S ambll ng dens * Wt * - bbl "C 

However iusM^ ■ S openly in CaHf orn<n 

justice cannoh ^ „ -‘•-J-iornin. 

'V- be served by C omd,f 

Crt “ b#0 “ M •“ >»• another * ‘ "" ^ 

As chairman of the American Wrt < 

Chessman, I as* that T o u prevsnt , T *> s «. 

«- * -tain documentary evj e ^ * * 

J- Wnhart, a detective or 81 a- ” " >Ue ° fa * * lir - Wills,: . 

retained by the Committee to rind tl Who was 

«• evidence a S ai„ P * h ^ “““ ««>* Bandlf, 

«bai.hp». Chessman ^ 

upon the teetlmony of Kary Alice ^ ! ~ ^ 
seme time In Institutions. ‘ 8 h!t » •P-nt 

.... B . 
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September 30, 1040 

. uporior Court .of State of California f.r - • * '' 

vvpartnant S4 ornia ior- i^oy An^.jluij 

Hon. Williaa '3. Neeley, Judge. ' 

••Pile 100200 • 

MARY ALI CE MEZA 

Drs.i 0. W. Olson, and G. N. Thompson. 

Report of Counselor Mrs. Rose Woisior: 

Alios H.Si. a 19 year old ainglo cirl , who ho „ . 

-1th her .other. She has bean employed for the last „ „„ nt> , 

a -asen S sr. working Tor the count,. The .other states, as r 

youngster Mary Alice attended convent n>v’ a- u* u - 

• ■ an ^ Z'' hign school -agi 

changed to public achoola. TIE MOTHER MMS THAT this VT <m 
ACCOUNTED FOR SOMS CHANGES Iff TIE 0IRL , S fBKm *UV. Pf!EVI0 , 

8HS i?AS ' AK «**»* ®t a high sam L lfB!! anr)TF , 

tOT AS .AH,.,. httSCf SHE SEEMED TO NOT AS ^ m (m 

S.WDc.MTS, Aim BECAUSE OP MR CHASOES IK- MOODS, DIO p ( , T „c,, I<r 

friends. • 

* * 

/ AbOUt “ “ d a httlf ^o, 3 ho had a very unfortunate' 

experience was Snapped and attached and went through a meat 
«eal of Court Action. POULINS TiIIS , HOOVER, t„, ; 0In , ^ 

TO THIS.. ,THE MO TUSH FEELS THAT SHE HAD ADJUSTS V^Y 

FOLLOWING THIS, ^flowovor of u u " 

* * slio h > a s become vory fearful 

and auspicious, was depressed and elated alternately, an d iU5t 
P^-lor to taking this action, she became guite upset; so thlt * 
-other felt she ahouid have a mental psychiatric 

The mother, after discussing the matter with the doctors, race! 
advice that leads her now to feel that the best plan for the rl 

would be to have smro in a State hospital, she would prefer Ul 
sho have cara in Camarillo. 







o 


Statement of Dr. G. N. Thompson: • 

r 

The patient - is quite ill. She has numerous symptoms as ^ 
have been indicated. She is delusional and hallucinated, THER 
IS'" SOME QUESTION OP THYROID DISTURBANCE HERE, and some studies 
are in progress; ' and In regard to this, X think it is iricldentc 
to her mental disorder in this case, but it may be well to have 
that completed, 't thought the case should be completed, perhar 
to the early part of the week, so that could be done, 

* 

Court: Do you have same feeling. Dr. Olsen? 

Statement of Dr. C. IV* Olsen: 

■* Yes, in this case the reactive features, the circumstances 
that upset her emotions and also the .physical features are a 
little more prominent than In most cases. I WOULD LINE TO TAKI 
ADVANTAGE OP THY&0ID EXAMINATION, and I recommend a continuance 
for one week. 

The Patient: I want to tell you something. 

The..' Court: All right, go ahead. 

/ < • • % 
Th& Patient: I 'don’t know whether I could or not. I can’t thii 

very well. I may have, of course, delusions, I think I -am 

possessed. Of. course I can’t be sure boc'ause I don’t have top 

great ability to' think straight — when you are nuts, you don’i 

know what it means I think I am possessed. I am wondering if ] 

could have an exorcist. Is it possible because I think I am 

* 

possessed? • 


Father not served. 


CERT. OP MEDICAL iSXAEs 


Or. C. Olsen,- and Dr. G. U. Thompson: 

Oonoral phys i 03 1 : - ’condition, montal state: 

States sho thought people could road hor mind end worn copyj-rig 
•her* They repeated everything she did. Would hear people say 
things as she was walking along street. They would say anythin 
that entered horvrnind. Was kidnapped about two years ago and 
there was "attempted rape and sodomy”. 

Tentative diagnosis of mental health: 

Schizophrenic, Paranoid type . Possible Thyrotoxicosis. 
Continued to October 9, 1040, for furthor modi pal study ro thyr 
Committed to Camarillo, October 9, 1049. 


SUKT4ARY RE HA iTY ALICE MEZA 

At 1 A M, Jan. 22, 1940, Miss Mesa vra; molested ' by a nrm 

» ’• * 

she described as. being just a littlo taller than horsolf, who 

is 0 , 4 n or 5 f 5 n tall, boing shortor than the usual man, brown* 
hair, light brown. skin, brov^n eyes, a largo hooked nose, fine 
linoar scar near right eye, who, Miss Mesa thought to bo. Ttali 
and who claimed to bo Italian. On September 30, 1940, on© yo fr- 
eight months and height days after Miss Meza was noloated, hor 
mother took stops to hnvo hor committed. ’ Miss nose ‘.Vo Islor, ir 
hor report of interview with mother, states: 

* 

"The mdther-.s tates, as a youngster, she (Mary Alice Meza), 
attended convont, and at high school changed to public school. 
THE MOTHER FEELS THAT THIS MIGHT HAVE . ACCOUNTED FOR SOME. CHANGE 
IN THE GIRL’S PERSONALITY. PREVIOUSLY, SIO W’AS AH EXCELLENT 


J’ ^ 



• + 


( Cont) 

3 i'ODENT, BUT Ilf. HIGH SCHOOL, HSR STUDIES WERE NOT AS SouD. -A 

« • 

SHE SEEMED TO NOT MIX AS WELL WITH THE OTHER STUDENTS, AND 
BECAUSE OP HER CHANGES IN MOODS, DID NOT RETAIN HER FRIENDS. 
About a year and a half ago she had a very unfortunate 


experience, was kidnapped and attacked, and went through a gr; 
deal of court a^ion. FOLLOWING THIS, HOWEVER, THE GIRL DID V 

REFER TO THIS. THE MOTHER FEELS THAT SHE HAD ADJUSTED 
FOLLOWING THIS." *' 


> Aft0r read i n S these reports, a deep feeling of sympathy it; 
be felt for Miss Meza, but can one give such credence to her' 

contradictory testimony that one can send a man to his death o, 
the weight of it t ?.^ 

During Chessman T s trial, the official court reporter died 
leaving his records in shorthand. Stanley Fraser, the uncle of 
District Attorney Miller Loavy's wife was called In to transcrl 
the; notes. The accuracy of Ufa transcription, for which Frazer 
was allegedly paid $6,000 has been repeatedly questioned, 

The following reports on Frazer would appear to challenge^ 
his accuracy: 







STANLEY FRASER 

FILE NUMBER 14gO-956-UHIT 1 

*05 /. ..GULES COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL 

1000 NORTH STATE STREET 

LOS \'A GULES 33, •-'•CALIFORNIA 


FRAZER WAS ADMITTED AUGUST 13, 1953, AFTER HA VI NO BEEN IN A 
COMA FOR T.VENIY-FOUR (24) HOURS AT 1332 kiv.'lv i ll CLiii JjA i) i'itl.jlirf 
.EAST LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. IE WAS REPORTED TO HAVE TATE 
THIRTY (30) SLEEPING TABLETS. IN THE HOSPITAL RECORDS WERE 
THS FOLLOWING NOTATIONS. 


HEAVY DRIHEfcal 

THOUGHT MEMBERS OF FAT-1 A WERE AFTER HIM 
WI RED HIS BOOM, TAPED UP HIS WIFE AND HIMSELF 
HE ISN’T SURE HOW HE GOT LOOSE 
CHRG MI C A L CO HO LI SH 


HE WAS RELEASED AUGUST 19, 1953. 

NO RECORD IN REPORT OF POLICE BEING 
SUICIDE. ' 


NOTIFIED 


OF 




5f.ll’ TED 


C II 559045 
FBI 4146311 


STANLEY FRAZER, 

BORN 

S. DAKOTA, 1304 


DATS 


CHARGE 

CITY 

1-14-1940 

- 

502V C 

GLENDALE 

. 1941 

y 


PROB. Lie. ISSUED 


5-^-1941 

4 

505B •*. 

LIC. SUSP. 90 DAYS 

GLENDALE 

9-29-1944 


1200 DRUNK 

GARDENA 

4-24-1945 

' ( 

DRUNK 

LOS ANGELES 

9-15-1945 

- 

terminated by 
statute 


10-19-1945 


DRUNK 

LOS ANGELES 

10-21-1950 


DRUNK 

•LOS ANGELES 

3-17-1951 


DRUNK 

SAN DIEGO 

3-25-1951 


502 V C 

'WHITTIER 

12-21-1951 

* 

502 V C 

LOS ANGELES 


(Cont) 


D ATE 

3-11-1952 

5-26-1952 


2-21-53 


CHARGE 
502 V C 

1735 L.A. COUNTY 
502 V C 

1735 L.A. COUNTS’ 


CITS 

LOS ANGELES 
LOS AITGSLWS 


’SENTENCED 90 DAYS X" COUNTY 
JAIL. GOT PROBATION ON- CON- 
DITION PAY *250.00 PI HE. LIC. . 
SUSPENDED 

SHERIFF L.A. B 2 IB 577 

ATT. FOR DEFAULTED ATTACiPlEN'". 


Copies of tho following sworn statements have been placed 
in my possession >a3 chairman of tho Committee. 


*■; • 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA) 

) SS. 

COUNTY OF LOS AN SELES) 

■ pat. H. DAILEY, being first duly sworn, deposes and says i 

/ * ’ * ' 

* That he wefrked as an investigator for tho defendant in tho 

case of People v. Chessman. 

That he testified for the defense In’ tho cas .> of the Pooptl 
v. Chessman. 

That he has read the reporter’s transcript of tho testlmorr 
pages 765 to 767 inclusive, and that he finds this testimony to 
be incomplete; that ho testified definitely to what branch of.-, 
thd service to which ho was attached -for tho purpose of 
establishing hi3 competence as an investigator; and that, lines 


(Cont) 

i<; to 13, pace 766, are seemingly garbled and ivhilu 
r.o bo otherwise, ft' reasonably accurate transcript o: 
it -'appears condensed rather than entire. 



the leatimo- 


s/ Pat II. Dailey 


Subscribed and s.worn to before me 
this 22nd day of" June, 1949. 

S/ Linclon Holland, Jr. 

Notary Public in and for the County 
of Los Angelos, State of California 
(seal) 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) r . 

) ss 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES) ' 

'id LLMAN GHHEN, boing first duly mvcm, dope see and says: 
That affiant-'testifiod as a defence v;ituao3 in the caso pi 
Peoplo v. Chessman. 

That he has- read the reporter's tr-anncrlpt, pages 786 to 
792> inclusive,- ana that while it is rather accurate it appears 

t * . . % 

abridged and not entire. „ 

That the attitude and conduct of the- deputy district 
attorney to the affiant was sarcastic, exaggeratedly disboliovi 
and belligerent And that the questions and comments of the dopv: 
attorney have lost their extremely sarcastic character in the 
transcription. Witness further states that the correct spoil!: 
of his name is . VYi LIMAN GREEN. 

OK 

s/L.H.Jr. 

S/ Yf II lean" Greon 


(Cont) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 16th day of. June, 1949. 

S/ Lincoln Holland, Jr. 

Notary Public in and for the County of 
Los Angeles, State of California 
(Seal) 


STATE OP CAUFOHNIA ) 

) SS 

COUNTY OP LOS ANGELES ) * 

HAROLD LLOYD DOTY, being first duly sworn, deposes .and saj 

That affiant testified at the trial of the People .v. Chess 

and that he has carefully read the reporter's transcript of.thi 
'<* * . , 

testimony, pages 714 to 725, inclusive. , 

That the testimony on pages 714 to 725 is not entirely 
• • • 

complete or accurate and in some noted instances is glaringly 

Inaccurate: for example, the question and answer of blood 

relationships on page 723, lines 4 to 6, -because the question 

was not asked and • the affiant is in no way related to the 

defendant, either by blood or marriage. 

That the mistakes shown by defendant in his MOTION TO 

CORRECT AND AUGMENT RECORD are true. 

’ • S/ Harold Lloyd Doty 

"•••' Affiant 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 18th day of June, 1949. 

S/Lincoln Holland, Jr. 

Notary Public in and for the County of 
Los Angeles, State of California 
(Seal) 


J- 


STATU OF CALIFORNIA ) 




oj 


^ ... ti or los a:;g3lss) 

MHS. IIALLIIj-'L. CHESSMAN, being first duly sworn, depose: 

s&ys: 


. That affiant has read the entire portion of tho reporter * e 
transcript, Peop.le v. Chessman, wherein her testimony wan giver 
pages 640 to 657y* inclusive, and that this is an inaccurate and 
incomplete report of her testimony. 

That both those general ant! specific mistakes, omissions 
and errors clairabd by the defend on t in bin T TO ?y 0T* ? : COHTLEC? A. 
AU&iCJNT R2C0RD are accurate, to tho personal knowledge, of tho 


affiant. 

That* while, • in every instance, affiant is not able to rope 
because of the olTnpsoi tine her verbatim testimony she is able 
to recognize those specific errors shown, and to state her test- 
imony has been abridged; that sho clearly testified the defends 

was., in her presence, at her heme, all day and evening of JVmunr 

/ ■* 

/ 4 • - 

3, *1948, in the evening of January 17, 1348, and all the ovenin 

* 

and part of tho early morning of January 21 and 22, / a • 

S/ Mrs. Ilallio* L. Chessman 

Subscribed and svrb'rn to before me 
this 16th day of June, 1943. 

S/Lincoln Holland, Jr. 

Notary Public in and for tho County of 
Loa Angeles, State of California 
(Seal) 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 

) S3 ' ‘ 

COUS'jY or LOS ANGELES , 

LUCILLE RUTH' GREENE, boing first July sworn, and 

3ayfe: 


* That sha appeared and testified as a defense witness at th? 
People v. Chossman trial. 

That she has'-rend the reporter's transcript of bras 
testimony, pages 767 to 785A, inclusive. 

9 

That ‘in its .entirety this is not a true transcript ot the 
testimony^ 

> That she agrees with the inaccuracies claimed In the 
defendant's MOTION TO CORRECT AND AUGMENT RECORD. Witness fur in- 
states that the correct spelling of her name 5a Lucile Ruth Gre 

S/ Lucile liuth Green 

Subscribed and sworn to before mo 
this. 16th day of June, 1949. 

S/Lincoln Holland-, Jr. 

Notary Public in and for the County of 
Los -Angeles, State of California 
(Seal) , ■ 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 

) S3 • \ 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES) 

WHITTIER S. CHESSMAN, being first duly sworn, dopose3 and* 


says: 

That affiant testified as a voir dire -witness for the defe> 
That affiant has read the roporter's transcript of this 
testimony, pages 1060 to 1064 inclusive. 

That the cross examination testimony is incomplete and 

grossly inaccurate. 


That, while the affiant cannot recall the word for word 
questions and answers, he remembers clearly the text. 

That on cross examination the affiant testified clearly to 
bruises on the chest and abdomen, that he did not answer affirm 
atively the defendant stated he "got hurt in a running gun figh 
other than to reply in . the affirmative the defendant stated ha 
had been ‘.creased in the head by a bullet. 

That/, this testimony, by its transcription, now onvc’ - r 


different apparent meaning than was originally intended by afTir 
answers from tho .way the questions . wore originally framed. 


... Whittier S. Chessman 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 16th day of Jilne, 1949. 

S/Lincoln Holland, Jr, 

Notary Public in and for tho County of 
Los Angelos, State of California 
(Seal) 


arG nan Y strange facets to the ca-o and . 
powerful influences are at work to silence ?hessman‘ 


fiominrly 
3' or nan 


-iy. 


of 


Can any innocent individual be harmed bv a fsoi . . 

Zha caco! ^“Committee in al: mr] , t & L ' 

idit^ who. hnUm,., •» 1 ilfv «tie .real 


- — .vvkii;u o uy a is SL\y \* 

Rod Light Bandit"" who f v?c bollove, v'lll tni Vtr iu 'Zv 
description of his-tiet* ms rt* • tnl .. with the original 

eijc feet tall, weighs 1901bs and Vs cV a° n ? cod that "hoesman is 
completely different in appearance fra„' " B T ock - iio 1 = 
Meza and other victims of ^The Red Msht^Dandit”^ 110 '’ 3 ° f tilsS 
Lean while wo seek your aid in n'li-nM-’ ■ •' * . , 

accuracy the full details o<* the case U „ n ilSn ? ! ’ "h tn - ;vutli • 

by tho disclosures' which may result. * natter who may be hurt 


jrVB:k 

37 Madison Avonue. • 
New York 10, New YcJrk 
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SYAKDArO F OKM |<«l. 4*4 


; ’’Office Met u _ 


• UNITED O GOV pScNMENT 

— v.y Uoardman — 


To : Director 

. Kderal ^wreau of Investigation 

4 FROM : Warren Glney III, Assistant Attorney General, 
.v G'riminal Division * 


Caryl-'Chessman - Victim 
Civil Rights 


I t,, 1 -,‘icbols 1 

,tr. Belmont I 

Mr. M -W /- ■ I 

Mr. »>•■' 'I 

Mt- - I " 

5r*K.«m — I 

It i\ '."I 

Sv, — I 

Mis# Ca^d}' — — 1 


Reference is made to your memorandum of July 1 , 19 !?U, on J f 

• v* 

• • ' the captioned subject. Since the events complained of occurred . ; 

-• sometime before June 19 h 9 , and the three-year statute of limitations .• 
'would bar any prosecutive action by the Department, no investigation.;- 
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Sex Terrorist ^ 
j Wins 5th Slay j 
Of Execution N : 

,<> SAN FRANCISCO WV^Sex terror- 
/7f (jjJ’lst Caryl Chessman's latest date 
7 ; / ; with death in the San Quentin gas 
r’^fcOO chamber was put off by court 
7 order yesterday— the fifth stay for 
wfjVl/ tne author of “Cell 2455, Death 
^^j ’ -^RoWu" his' prison address siric^ 

O — . ^-=~— 

(7 . /The chief judge of the Ninth U.S. 
.A /Circuit 1 Court of Appeals ruled 
y/ there was “a probable cause for 
\J 1 appeal" in behalf of the 33-year-old 
v v Chessman, convicted of kidnaping 
N ? (j and attempted rape during forays 
\ \in “lovers’ lanes" of Los Angeles. 
v -v -/A ^ile re we 1 go -ogainT* saieT'Clat- 




yTence Linn, assistant attorney gen- 
,>7 eral of California, who has borne 
./( much of the state’s loadjnjie-lenjr 
AA legal proceedtngs^-<CA^' 

JS Ac'frr'BrTcT. Chessman hasT^ — ^ 
7 / Had five stays of execution. 

/ Been turned down by the State 
/ Supreme Court on one appeal and 
/ three applications for a writ of 
7- habeas corpus. 

_ Been rejected by the U.S. Su- 

i' preme Court in five 'applications 

j for a writ of review* 

Been turned down by the U.S. 
( District' Court in five applications 
I lor a writ of habeas corpus, 
f Lost a previous appeal in the 

n same U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
f where yesterday’s sta y was g rant* 

f What next? 

Chessman's attorneys have 10 
days to dra ' .up the appeal they 
intend to make. Linn has 10 days 
in which to reply. Chessman's at- 
torneys^then .have 10 more days 
to retort. 

Then a hearing is held In about 
j two weeks. 

/ After that the appeal is taken 
I under advisement for later ruling. 
1 Even should the cou$ again turn 
I it down. Chessman can make an- 
i other effort before the U.S. Su- 
preme Court. Last October when 
; the Supreme Court denied a re- 
' view it specified that Chessman 
could file a new application for a 
, writ of habeas corpus in Federal 

l District Court. 

1 \ What is the probable cause of 


appeal? the transcript made of 
tfuLcnurt triailp r appeal purpos es. 
f The clerk who took down the 
trial notes in shorthand died before 
he could complete transcribing 
them. The transcription was com- 
pleted by a substitute who could 
not make out all of his predeces- 
sor’s notes. ' 7 "?'P 

' v YeSterday - Judge iWImam Dem 
man noted Chessman's contention' 
he was refused permission to at- 
tend the hearing “on which the 
transcript for his appeal was so 
litigated” and no attorney repre- 
sented him. 

The judge said this presented, if 
true, “a justiciable question wheth- 
er the due process provisions of 
the 14th Amendment have been 
violated.” ' >" \ 

Judge Demlian took into accoui* 


the long, iong legal maneuvers. 

In a faotnot e. he said: — , 

. In a frontier community 
with its lawlessness, quite likely 
he would have been executed in 
short proceedings under 'judge 
lynch.’ However, it is an outstand- 
ing principle of our American law 
that no person, however vile, is 
denied- a legal right , for t!)at 
reason."'*^ -. 

Superior Judge/ Ch aTTe s W. 
Fricke. of Los Angeles, who sen- 
tenced Chessman after each slay 
of execution, commented yester- 
day: 

^ “I can't for the life of me see 
what there is to be decided. After 
the Supreme Court of the United 
States has decided and the Su- 
preme Court of California has de- 
cided. it seems to me the* :( » — 

I~~ " t4 f -vw / ? M/ 


\vell ought to be, final.” 

In Sacramento, Gov. Goodwi 
'Knight told a press conference 
has washed his hands of the Ch 
man case and would not interv 
j Chessman's counsel said, t 
ever, they were agreed the ( 
has beer, exhausted insofar 
state courts are concerned, 
'remaining steps will be takeif • 
in federal courts. .... 
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‘ January 21, 1955 


Las Vegas , Nevada 
Dear Hr. Willey :j . 

Tour letter of January 12, 1955, with 
enclosure, has been received . 

j appreciate the interest which prompted 
you to We your observation concerning this matter 
available- to mem • 

Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


• * 

NOTE' Correspondent enclosed a newspaper clipping reporting 
the- fact that a Caryl Chessman, Sex Terrorist, haa been 
granted a fifth' stay of Execution from the courts. 
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July 13, 1955 
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c/c 

-■touts 1 
latches, If.i ssi39ippi 

Deer Hiss Perryhill: 

** " *. 

Tour letter of July 7, 1955 , has been 
received, I would like to inform, you that it 
is not z.y policy to interfere in natters such 
as you mentioned, . 

In viev of ii our expressed interest 
m juvenile delinquency, I an inking '.he liber tv 
of sending material vhich you nay find interesting. 

Sincerely yours. 
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* ' ■ John yd gar Do over 

Director 

Ijnc^2 sute (4 ) 

How 5a fe Is Your Youngster? 

/■ 1 ou Can Help Stop Juvenile Crime 
■ The Story of the tbl 
' Juvenile Delinquency ( Syracuse ) 

HOTS: Correspondent requests Director to intercede on 

behalf of a stay of execution for CarylfCkessman, author 

°/>, Cel J 245 5 -Death Row’J who '^^be^^sehTei iced to death 
in jfhe Stpte of Califor nia. * 
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OFFICE MeLJXANDUM U UNITED STATES C JRNMENT 


*- 


Hr. To Is on 
L. B. Nichols 


DATE: June ‘SI, 1957 


FROM 
SUBJECT: 

Irving Kaufman -told me he had run across two exceedingly 
good- quotations which might be used effectively some place along 
the line . The quotations are as follows. 

We are admonished from time to time not to adjudicate 
on the basis of fear''Offoreign totalitarianism. Equally so should 
we not be guide/ in the exercise of our reviewing power over 
leoislation by fear of totalitarianism m our own country. 
(Concurring Opinion of Mr. Justice Frankfurter In the fatter 
of the Petition for a Writ of Habeas Corpus for Harry A. Groba 
and Nathan Groban , Appellants - IN RE GROBAN - Supreme Court of 
the United States - Feb. 25, 1957 ) \ 

a "We meddle .mischievously with the law when we issue -^ v 
the writ today . We. do not act to remedy any injustice tha<, has -- 
been demonstrated. When the whole history of the case is consider., 
we seize upon a technicality to undo what has been repeatedly 
sustained both by the California Supreme Court and by this 
J would guard the ancient writ jealously , using it only to p. event 
a gross miscarriage of- justice. ' (Dissenting Opinion of Justice , 
Douglas in Caryl JChejsman v. Harley 0. Teets, Waraen - Decided 
June 10, 1957) 
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.tCHESSBAK) - 

* t8K SUPRERECOURT ORDERED 15 EW STATE COURT KEARIEGS OH TK2 CLAIR CF\j| 
C ^XCT* ABTBOR* ^ AF THE C0UST R S C0RD 0F HIS TRIAL tiAS | 
rSAtmULWLY PREPARED* g 

^TI?|^HARLAR^P^TKE S5UT 5 T0 3 

Atfm.ES. WAS 1 
SEXUAL ASSAULT* § 

P 

AKBKR BY VARIOUS k 

ms^»S>iS* v wW^f:|K*Ett«w teat ' * 

^|£t MS5 BEAtS ROW* AND *T8JAL BY OBBEAL.- He *S BOB 36 * 4 /. c .p i223 p 
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X ADD i CHESSMAN _ * . 

\ 'CHESSMAN IS* IN TH£ DEATH HOUSE AT SAN ftUENttW RPISON IN CALIFORNIA* 
\\ V*»E SUPREME COURT ACTION CAME ON CHESSMAN’S NINTH PETITION TO TKE^ 
TRIBUNAL* 

*» WAI1 UP linn « UAPf AM CSTTt. *» TC YKAT. CMK TQ'ITMV MYTH 


CONSISTENT WITH PROCEDURAL 
CHESSMAN’S CONVICTION UPON A 
(CHESSMAN) HAS HAD HO VOICE 


1 SERIOUSLY DISPUTED RECORD* WHOSE ACCURACY (CHESSMAN) HAS HAD HO VOIC 
1 / DETERMINING* CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO STAND. 

* •WITHOUT BLINKING THE FACT* THAT THE HISTORY OF THIS CASE PRESENTS 
v A SORRY CHAPTER IN THE ANNALS OF DELAYS IN THE ABMSN) STRATI OH Qt 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE. WE CANNOT ALLOW THAT CIRCUMSTANCE TC DETER US ?RCil 
v WITHHOLDING RELIEF SO CLEARLY CALLEDsFOR. w , 

14 C/1C**PI235P 
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UPS! . 

ADD 2 CHESSMAN ^ 

\ THE high court ordered the hew hearing to determine whether tkeke^\.' 

taE ANY INACCURACIES IN THE TRIAL COURT REPORTER’S RECORD OF THE TRIAL* 
\ $/10— JEX24SP 
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own of cdjanijiiUad 
'WonUcaL 29, QucC-ac 

Canada 


December 11, 1957 
AIR MAIL 


Mr. -John Edgar Hoover 
k936 - 3 Oth Place 

Washington 8, District of Columbia 


VK> J -• 


Hy dear Mr. Hoover: 

Quite some time ago I believe Author Wenzell Brov f Vchairman of the Writer's 
Committee, organized to save the life of Caryl ¥. L Chessman just two davs before 
rL T, S ^ duled *° ^ executed on July 30 th dentin • s ugly gas chamber. 

lini+Pri Sf docuraents gating to tne case had been forwarded to the President of the 

mittee f 1 ? a number of othe r high government officials. The Com- 

certain f abets of the case were strange enough to warrant a 
new trial, in fact, out of New York had come a news release that "political con- 
sitieration may nave played an important role in the conviction and.senticinr to 
deatn Caryl Chessman as Californ's notorious red-light bandit." 

I wonder if you would be kind enough to furnish the . undersigned with additional in- 
formation regarcling this highly controversial and much publicized cas^fWiSWou did *. 
at that time l p. respect to the t foregoing. 1 / 

♦ < -■ / * * % 

A proirpt reply would be much appreciated, ' 

• / * 


Sinceje^V^,/ , 


In t 
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December 18, 1957 
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vEXED -75* 
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, Quebec, Canada 
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Dear Mr. Todres: 

t • 

I. have received your lette^-pf December 11, 1957, 
requesting information concerning Caryl Chessman and the action 
taken by^the FBI. ■ . ' 

Chessman was indicted and tried in the courts of the 
State of Calif <?mia for offenses not within the investigative jurisdiction 
of this Buz-ea^' For your further information, data in the files of the 
FBI is confidential ghd available for official use only. 

r 

. V • cO (n% 

Sincerely yours, 
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DEC 1 0 1957 

rOMM.PBI 




i. Jtiigar Ilouvet 

Jolm Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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<;n . 
am , 


NOTE: - Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Chessman is known 
as the "red light bandit" -of Los Angeles and was convicted on 17 cacounts 
of kidnaping, robbery and sexual assault in 1948. While awaiting execution, • 
he came to public attention by writing best-selling novels entitled "Cell 
.*2455 Death Row" and*Trial by Ordeal." In July,; 1954,. one.Wenzell Brown, 

_ ‘ who identified himself as Chairman of the American Writers -Committee 

- to Save Chessman,; sent £he Director a copy of information addressed to the 
I President of the U. S.’ alleging that there is doubt that Che, ss man was guilty 

- „„of the crimes'of which he had been convicted. This letter was not acknowledge 

7^ but was referred to the Department as a possible Civil Rights violation on 7-1- 
“ 54; and the Department advised that no investigation was desired. The.U, S. 

’^Supreme Court ordered new State (Calif.) Court hearings concerning Chessman 
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December 30, 19^7 (* ' 


Mr ...John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington 25, District of Columbia 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


— > 


‘I 


This will acknowledge your kind letter under date of December 18th 1957, 
concerning Caryl Chessman 'and advising that this case is not within the in- 
vestigative jurisdiction of the FBI. 

The basic reason and corfents of bvy letter to you of December 11th 1957 was 
simply to know if Author Wenzell Brown contacted you with various documents 
relative to the above c on tr over s .al -cause, and what your reaction was at that 
• time in regard to this most unusual move for a most unusual case. Would you 
clarify this specific poiat. 

With kindest regards, and' every best wish to you and yours throughout the 
year ahead, I am, 


/ 


yours, t i ^ 


Sincerely yours. 
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February 13 >1958 
f Wfi. 




Mr. John Edgar Hoover 
h93& Thirtieth Place. 

Washington 8, District of Columbia 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


, . -j 

On ’December 30th 1957 I wrote to you in furtherance to your communication 

4 

under date of December 18 th 1957, but to date I have not heard from you. It is 
quite possible that this letter. could have gone lost in the heavy Christmas mail. 

I am, therefore, enclosing a carbon copy of it for your information. 

Although this is not of the greatest urgency I would, however, appreciate 
a personal reply at your earliest possible convenience. 

With' kindest regards, I am. 


/ 

Sincerely yours y 


Enclosure 
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Deccnbsr 30, 1957 


Mr, 'John Ed-nr Hoover, Director 
■Federal Bureau of Investijfat.ion 
United States Hapartnent of Justice 
Washington 25, District of Columbia 


Dear Mr* Hoover* 


This Kill aobnovie*;. you'. Mto» 

concerning Uaryl Che* wan and aavtcins ca-e 

vcetiKative Jurisdiction o-.tba FBI* 


Xhc basic reason and counts of nr/ letter to you of 
\ ■ 4 0 i— nv jj Author Wantell Ercjm contacted yea w~“* , ,, „* 

relative to the above eonwroverslul ~ . ’wannl case* Kc-old you 

tine in regard to this nost- unucual r.ove for a nos. ca-e* 

clarify thia epee if io point* 


with Unteot m«4»,Wo»ry bsst «i S U to y»a and jwr. threoghout «» 
.vac r ahead, I an. 
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TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 
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GOVERNMENT 

date: February 19, 1958 


MONTREAL 29, QUEBEC, CANADA 




TcUor* 

/viciiols 

boordmart’ — 
Belmont 

Mohr . 

() Parsons 


jns JL_ 


A letter from cagtionecy 
with a copy of a commu nication which 
It is -noted that 


Y"K^ osen ’ ! 

Tamm — 

Trotter — — 

, Nease 

Tele. Room - 
Holloman — 
, \ Gandy 

i \.ds?;. 


il dated 2-13-58 has been received;; 



d individual — -- 

^^m^sent to the Director dated 12-30-57. 

i01 , ul vv. ———'is seeking information from the Director concerning Caryl 
Chessman, the "red light bandit" of Los Angeles who was convicted on 17 counts of 
kidnaping, robbery and sexual assault in 1948, and who has been sentenced to be 
executed, but the United States Supreme Court ordered new State (California) Court 
hearings in the case in July, 1957, on the basis that the court record of his original 
trial was fraudulently prepared. . > '“ 


■M|first wrote the Director on December 11, 1957, and requested 
information concerning the case and desired to know what the Director’ s reactions 
were to various doc'uhlents which had been supplied by one Wenzell Brown, an 
author, who is Chairman of the Writer’ s Committee which was organized for the 
sole purpose of preventing Chessman’ s execution. It is noted that in July, 1954, the 
afore-mentioned Brown sent the Bureau a copy of information alleging that there was 
doubt that Chessman was guilty of the crime for which he had been convicted. No 
acknowledgment was made of the receipt of this information from Brown. His 
letter was referred to the Department in July, 1954, and the Department advised . 
that no investigation was desired. By letter of December 18, 1957, the Director *. 
advised m/ttm that inasmuch as Chessman was indicted and tried in the courts of. , 
the Stat^reafifornia for offenses not within the investigative jurisdiction of the 
FBI, the- Director could offer him no assistance. It was also pointed out that data 
in the files of this Bureau is .confidential and available for official use only. 


- In his letter of December 30, 19 57, reiterated his request 

for the Director’s reaction to the documents presented by Brown. His communication 
was afforded no acknowledgment since it was obvious that his intentions were tg/y'C. 
draw the Director and the FBI into the Chessman case and into the controversy^!^! 
has bfeen instigated by Brown and his associates. Likewise, it appears that 
is continuing his efforts in this regard through his letter of 2-13-58, and since he ha; 
already been advised of the lack of FBI jurisdiction and our inability to assist him, it 
is not believed this letter should be dignified with a reply. ? ,7 


RECOMMENDATION: That no acknowledgment be made of) 
February 13, 1958. a.a v ■ ’o. 

61 f APR 101958 2£f£B 
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’VIRTUES OF STUDY' 
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(Editors Interview Caryl 
Death Row s Ten-Year 


Tolson 

Boardman 
Belmont _ 


Rcsc'-i — — — 

Tom’ii 

Trotter 

Clayton ; 

Tele . Room 
Holloman — 
Gand'y 



“Did you have the opportunity to go to college 
1 vhen you were younger? 

"I have ‘had a semester of Junior college, and a sei 
nv ster of university work. I did fairly well.” 
i “I’d like you to elaborate on your work load, and 
how you achieve these results that you have. Do you 
plan ahead, or do you go step by sic p?” 

“Well, much like a soldier on' a battlefield, I think 
that you simply plod through fronv-day to day. r think 
that you have to have an overall objective, of course, 
which was supplied for me with the return of the death 
penalty, and the other judgment of conviction. It was dif- 
ficult to anticipate the problems that would arise, or the 
nepct step that would necessarily have to be made in the 
litigation. I have had to meet so many 'emergencies and 
many deadlines, and I didn't know exactly what a parti- 
cular court or judge might rule, so consequently when I 
had to come up against a new' problem, I had to meet 
it as such rather than taking it arbitrarily, or trying to 
anticipate exactly what- each court w'ould do, or read its 
mind.” . 

“Well, it’s been suggested to us that your cell 
lights are on untr’ the early hours of the morning, 
and that you expand your efforts in many extra-cur- 
ricular activities, and it’s also been suggested to us 
how you approach these things. You don’t allow’ your- 
self to get too far involved, so you can get through 
each project." 

“Well, of course I’vq done a great amount of work in 
addition to legal w'ork, I mean authorship ac-ci;ch,. per- 
ha p s , an d. other things that I’ve had to fit, in effect, 
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.sn pakiiw f iguratively, I’ve had toh.hve a fort#-elgiii-iiuiir 
day to get all of the work done, and on the Death Row of 
course it’s true that the lights are left on all night, and 
v' 'i turn them off when you're ready to go to sleep, or 
to Lea, :,u (iR - boh, ■ ■ yours of how much you want 
iO work, or hoy/ long you want to work, or the conditions 
under which yon want to work. I’ve been willing to do 
a lot of work, and where the chive came from ns you sug- 
gested of course, is supplied initially by the fact that I , 
was facing an ultimate, and constantly confronted with! 
it, and often fight at 4he door, almost literally, of the i 
gas chamber. But beyond that, I felt pretty strongly about I 
some of the subjects, connected with my own problem, and 
so there were some things T wanted to say, arid I 'felt that 
they simply had. to be said, and I didn’t know how much 
time I had left, and that too was quite an incentive which 
probably normally wouldn’t be encountered in a more 
normal situation.” v 

"I almost had to learn empirically by the trial and 
error process whether I could handle my own case. I didn’t 
know in advance whether I could or not, for there were 
a great many handicaps being locked in a death cell 
securing books, doing research, getting materials that were 
needed, transporting or having this matter mailed to the 
court, and dozens of attendant qr related problems, so I 
had to just feel my way, as it were.” 

“Did you just wake up one morning and say that , 
you were going to tfy to do it yourself, qr did you 
i eel that even before you went in that you were go>ng 
to lignt it yourself as much, as you could?” 

“I believe that my decision was probably made at tire 
time of tne jury's return of the/guihy’ verdict. L was very 
much angered by it, and I decided almost at that point, 
aitnougn the decision was a»most emotional vainer than 
mieheciual, l would put m colloquial terms U^aily get in 
liiru dig on this myself. I was determined if possible to 
give tuese death sentences back to the state of uainoriua j 
nausea, ana consequently, it was almost at that point th'-t j 
u was an emotional dedication you might say to the proj- 
ect.” ' • . 

“Have you ever started your own law library, as 

an attorney would?” • . . 

• oil, f nave many books of my own that I felt were 
particuiany needed, an<t in addition to that t haa to P‘ e - ( 
ai e a book in manuscript lorm of my own witn regard , 
vO leueiai practice ana procedure tnut related to siaoej 
court cuiivicuons in criminal cases, Decause i could find \ 
homing uirecuy in re»auon to certiorari, wnai constituted, 
a leueiai question, how tne questions had to be presented, j 
interpretation anu court rules, ana tilings of mac nature. : 
••»iave you ever tnougnt about oecom»n£ an attor- 

iicy c * * ** * 

••this is probably the trauma of this experience. I 

doubt it ni tier -want to see a iaw bootc again.” 

“ttouia you say tiiat your commcmeui m a cell 
proviueu v.c impetus lor studying law books, writing 
uneis and oesi sellers? 

“;j.i you ii look at my background, unfortunately, l 
• npaithtiy nave exei-ieu that same thrive to tnat same 
• de »ee in lieias that were not considered socially accept- 
ance. oo consequently mis lorceu upon me me necessity 
in. cnannenng mese arises into someming that, was more 
suciuny acc^teo, dui i feel mat tins seems to be an al- 
most cuhiptnsive need, aitnougn i use tnat worn very 
t.iiomugii, .m ue active, to uo somemmg, and i ve an u 
tne ui-hO‘tUiuty nere or cocnse to channel, it mio moie 
creanve liems, ana ratner man simpiy navin.g,it expioue 
out like a snotgau, ana reauy not be directed to any ae-^ 
.. i Ee. ui La tent. ' _ ■ - ^ 


• viouiu you continue to be a professionalmndter 

if ’CiVcli - vour lreeuom?" . 

• X am uetermined to become a novelist wotth Ins sat 
and i unmt given another ten years i „ .y ; make uw 

° iade '.. fi0 you fed that your books b.ave had Uic social 
impact t'r.ai you wanted mem to mm ? ’ 

• i oeiieve mat tne books, coupied with the case, ha 
had a vexy neat my social impact m the- sense mat m 
very natute— n.e controversial nature— of tins case P 
me met tnat the other side of me picture could be pic 
senteu by a man benind bars, has nad a very saiua 
eitect, in mv opinion, on puoiic -opinion, and it could P 
mis prcoiern ngnt in perspective and right in the lor 
ground oi me public maid, which. I think is a very health 
thing and something that is very critically needed. 

fve been accused and probably with considerable jm 
tification of being a pamphleteer, and I don’t mind th. 

designation a bit” . .. .. 

“This problem you referred to, is it the problem 

>f your case, or of capital pu nish men t?” 

“Well, not capital punishment per se, let's just sr. 
tds theory of retribution or retributive justice is the lor 
icaliy or socially valid approach to the problem of crin 
inality.” 

“Well, going on that, from the sociological aff£lc, 
how do you feel that society should take 'care of those 
who offend or continually break society’s laws?” , 

"Well, ali I can answer is to give a personal exampi 
1 1, of course, have been diagnosed psychiatrically and th 
.word has also been used epithetically as a constitution: 
psychopath or a sociopath or by whatever term you a: 
pleased to employ to designate one who apparently is . 
odds with himself or his fellows and is a hopeless soft ■ 
a being or person and I feel that I’ve demonstrated rath' 
conclusively, without beating my own drum here, that 
is possible to help these people or to help themselves fit 
themselves and they are capable of doing something cr 
ative as well as something negative or destructive or . 
odds with the social system.” 

“And what about those wh.o can’t be rehabili- 
tated?” 

“That begins with the premise that there art' tho. 
wlto cannot be rehabilitated. I would say there are unque 
tionably those who cannot learn to adapt themselves 
the rules of social living under the present* methods ■ 

, approaches that is being used in this problem, but I don 
feel that, as a consequence, we should say that it is-ir. 
possible completely to reach those men. or to give the 
an opportunity to make some sort of satisfactory adjus 
i ment that is acceptable to themselves and to society.” 

“The problem is .convincing the public by some ecu 
cational means that it is essential to jettison this concc; 
of retributive justice and the concept that good eitizc 
| ship can be coerced. I think I have demonstrated co 
i clusively in my own case that it wasn't possible to coer 
j me, it wasn’t possible to punish me and it wasn’t possfo 
1 to say that ‘we’re going to force you to be good,’ and 
■use th»f word ’good’ advisedly, in the common social w; 
it’s accepted. You have to have some more affirmati' 
and creative approach, I believe.” , 

J “ .. — * (Continued Tomorrow) 





H-M-M-M— Giving thoughtful 
attention to the question of 
Joe Nevenf (!af‘), Caryl 
Chessmen prepares- to an- 
swer as Jerry A. Sums 
(right) readies his next line 
of questioning. The scene is* 
the jury room of ‘he Supe- 
rior Cour! ct the County of ■ 
Los Angeles. 

(Daily Trojan l'linto by Marlin S. 
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aryl Chessman: The 
Face Across the Table 

By JERKY A. BURNS 
Daily Trojan Editor-inCh.ief 

This face aci'oss the table from you — with its dear 
eyes staring -right at you and its seemingly over-sized nose 
and mouth— it might belong to an older war .veteran at- 
tending night- school or to a social studies teachers at 
me junior high school or to the attendant at the Union 
Station on the corner. > 

But it doesn’t. It belongs to Caryl Chessman (pro- 
nounced Carol) Chessman. You don’t notice 'whether his 
wrists still bear the marks ot the handcuffs just lemoved 
by the two burly sheriff’s officers, in the corner of the 
room; you don't search for physical marks imprinted by 
-.0 years in San Quentin. You just pinch yourself subcon- 
sciously and tell yourself that, yes, you are -.really here 
in Los Angeles County Superior Court chatting amiably 
with one of. the most controversial criminal figures of 
modern time. 

But Chessman’s first words send fears flying. He is 
friendly, well-spoken with a firm and modulated voice, 
and willing to help out inexperienced interviewers. The 
offhand manner with which he casually answers your 
questions are good proof that this isn’t the first time he s 
been put on the spot in/an interview. . * 

You sit down, switch on the tape recorder and spend 
thirty minutes tossing back ideas between yourself and 
this condemned 'man fighting for his life daily in the 
courtroom. When the session is over you .bid Chessman, 
his investigators and the officers goodbye, promising to 
see them again at 9 the next morning. • .. 

Today's interview goes much better than. .yesterday s. 
Both you and Chessman are more relaxed, more sure of 
vourseives. When .the questions ana answers end and the 
tADe slows to a stop, Chessman rises to go back to the 
courtroom where he will resume his debates with J. Miller 
Leavy, the assistant district attorney who prosecuted him 

in 1948. 

But before he goes he pauses to laugh with you when 
„ou tell him that Dr. Baxter used the word "cnessman- 
isms" in class yesterday to refer to an delaying, beating - 
ornn pd-the-hush, legalistic putting-off action. 


Gandy 


When he ’s gone you snap the cover on tl w- fo P i'c- 
corder, thank the officers and the investigators lor their 
kind cooperation and leave the jury room and the Superior 
Court’s Department 67 behind. But somehow you don - ! 
i leave Caryl Chessman behind. Not only do you have him 
: captured on tape, but you just don’t forget the man who 
has been called’ every name printable and some not to 
, nice . . . the man about whom an anonymous author once 
wrote; "Let Chessman get his justice in Hell.” 

That’s not the Chessman you remember. -You remem- 
ber that he was neatly dressed, that he was warm and 
friendly to you, that he seemed honest, sincere and wih- 
ing to help. And especially you remember that his vocabu- 
lary, his speech, his intelligence were as good as that of 
any middle-class intellectual. Why, this man no more fit;- 
the stereotype of a rapist-robber-convict than does your 
university adviser. 

But as you finally get off the elevator and leave the 
cdjprt building one question still remains unanswered: b 
Caryl Chessman— that friendly man fighting upstairs — U'. 
"Red Light Bandit” who left a bloody path of rape ailc 
reebery around Los Angeles in 1948. You’ll probably nevbi 
know. ... . . 
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By JOE NEVENS 

Daily Trojan .Special Events Editor 
There probably is no more violent example of the 
"virtues of study” than Caryl Chessman, who has delayed 
a date with death in the San Quentin gas chamber for 
ten years by expediently “cracking the books.” 

Breaking all precedents, the Chessman* ca §t ~ gahiS d 
widespread noloiiery due to liic. 


incongruous industry of a man 
condemned to • death. These ef- 
forts included three best-selling 
autobiographical • books, one 
novel (soon to be published) 
plus an extensive self-instruction 
of the law. 

Prison Lawyer 

This study.. of the law by 
Chessman, though, confined in 
Heath Row and actually being 
. tneduled for the gas chamber 
on six separate occasions, 'pro- 
riuced an unusual • legal back- 
ground. Chessman wrote legal 
briefs, reviewed cases from an 
ever-increasing law library in 
k'.s cell and actually conducted 
his own defense from his cell 
and in the courtroom. 

Crimes committed by Chess- 
nan, and to which he has con- 
fessed and the eventual judg- 
ment of the man . is not the 
province of this report. His 


_J-ocal CrTftfew 


Recently one of the biggest 
local car dealers and several of 
his salesmen were convicted of 
defrauding and cheating many 
of their customers. A suburban 
high, school principal's teen-age 
son committed rmirder, appar- 
ently' unexplained, a short time 
time ago. 

Four of the first string of a local 
junior college basketball team . 
are making little ones out of big’, 
ones for acts of vandalism, 1-astj 
year an SC grid potential wasj 
jailed on robbery charges. And’ 
also last year, two UCLA foot- 
ballers were arrested for steal- 
ing property from, a, Westwood 
apartment. 

School Crimes 

Crime has many faces and 
many facets. It operates on the 

prutuiuc ui 4 I..O high school level and the col- 

judgment and ultimate fate will! lege level, covering subjects of 
-,e decided in the court down-, vandalism, theft, violence, at- 
town, following the presentation! tack, narcotics and a profound 

r k.> «U n ni-ncaniifin)l HicPPcnPAt frtr Imp Dnf) 


of arguments b.v the prosecution 
,d defense. The' Chessman cpse j 
has further ironic twists in ihat 
.14 people connected with the 
- .se have since died, including 
i..e judge, Charles 'W. Fricke, 
who first sentenced Chessman 
to death. 

Diet of Crime 

Crime has many faces. It. is 
growing and major problem 
ju an apparently, progressive 
civilization. In the southern Cal- 
ifornia area alone, crime is al- 
most a staple diet in the daily 
newspaper accounts. .. 

Los Angeles Police Chief Wil- 
liam Parker, just a few weeks 
,-.-o, stated that the local crime 
late is alarmingly on the in- 
crease and pointed to the fabled 
clan Fernando Valley Area uS o 
hotDEd fil^riminal_aclivitik. 


disrespect for law and reason. 

In Brooklyn recently, a jun- 
ior high school, principal, who 
probably dedicated his life to 
education and the proper culti- 
vation of youth, committed sui- 
cide. The suicide was attributed 
to pressures brought about by 
acts of rape committed in his 
junior high school by youths, 
wha wt eaglity can Jiiiuuu The 


// 
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murder of this principal. Hi “>vas 
this the act that Reflected the 
apathy or a reclining society? 

Various Strata Also 
Crime has many faces. Vary- 
ing degrees of criminal acts 
have been commitlcd by mem- 
bers of the various social and 
monied strata. The high-brow, 
the low-brow and medium-brow 
have all had their day before 
the bench and behind the bars. 

Where then is the issue of 
crime? Where and when can it I 
be stopped or prevented? What 
is the cost of crime? How then 
does the rising crime rate af- 
fect the citizen, if noi in his | 
pocket book, then as a potential ; 
victim of a violent criminal act? 

Incongruous K\ai»iplc 
Perhaps exemplifying crime in 
all its incongruities is Caryl 
Chessman. This man has gone 
the route from a series of crim- 
inal acts to imprisonment, to 
release, to crime again and now 
jis facing the ultimate. The hack- 1 
Wound of Chessman is then in 
jtensified by noting his inf dice- 1 
tunl ability, yet previously his J 
ability was exercised in criminal 
acts. ' | 

Considering this entire pic- j 
ture. the Daily Trojan decided | 
to secure an interview with 
Chessman.. Upon being granted 
the necessary consent from all 
parties and cooperation Horn 
the court and the county jail, 
the interview was set up. . 

Preliminary Research ! 

Just before finals of last se- 
mester, we took the tape re- 
corder to the Los Angeles 
County Superior Court Building. 
Preliminary background re- 
search was obtained by conver- 
! sat ions with lawyers, reporters, 

! police, close friends of Chess- 
man and his private investigat- 
ors. 

Chessman is brought to court 
each morning at 9:30 a.m. in 
handcuffs under armed guard of 
! two sheriff’s deputies. Once in 
| court, the handcuffs are re- 
moved. Dressed in a;, plain ■suit. 
Chessman conducts his own de- 
, fense and pleads his case to the 
v^ot+^firffttained in his defense 
pare-vyAfd. Wirin and Paul Posner, 

I Los Angeles attorney**- — ‘ 
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-Special Inin 


On Wednesday, Jan. 15, r. , 
siding Judge Walter R Fvnr 
arranged to have Chess ma 
brought over from the Los Ar. 
coles County Jail ti\ 9 a.m. fr, 
this special interview. Jude 
Evans assigned the jury rno: 
adjoining the rourtroom. who. 
Chessman was pleading his case 
for the half hour intrrvievw-TV 
court was courteous in grantin 
Ms the simi'.n- faciiiti'; for ej, 
other interview on Thursti;. 
morning. 

Present in the jury room dur- 
ing the interview were Chess 
man. two of his “t: ■ \- i r inves 
tigators, th > two sh r.-./f’s deni:- 
ties and your two Daily Trojm. 
editors. 

The following a>-e 'he saiieaii 
laris of the questions aft 
answers of the tape-recovd| ’• 
Chessman interview with spake 
tioing the only limitations. ^ 
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vho have to obey at all times all th v ules, w hether go od 
.. bud. ■6T , would you rather have a person wit!? some in- 
iividuality, who might perhaps create something of last- 
in: worth for society, but at the same be a problem to 
! ety. Because } believe (hat. of course this is the old 
..riness of the equation theory, but at the' same time I 
._.;k that most people realize that there are ‘those who 
.o have problems, and who say that our goal is simply 
•o make everybody a law abiding citizen without thought 
of what that might do to research, what it might do to 
letters, or arts, or artists, fir anything of that nature, why 
I don’t believe that you’d* have a very useful or very pro- 
i active, or a 'very creative society. There are inevitably 
,oing to be certain conflicts between the individual and 
he masses at all times, so when you say that you want 
o prevent this, I’d have to ask you in turn, do you mean 
hat your objective would be at all costs merely people 
>’ho obey the law, independent of any consideration whe- 
her or not that; this obeying or submission tXi‘ the law 
vould essentially mean that, and nothing more.” 

“When T. refer to law or rule, I mean plain com- 
mon sense or good conduct, which most of the laws 
are usually based, on. The acts that I am referring to, 
are armed robbery, armed violence, and molestation, 
and even stealing guns. These things I have known 
about, and these people are personally intelligent, and 
♦ hey have done these things, and have realized what 
they have done. Now ypu are referring to the indi- 
vidual’s respect to the community, or to retain his 
entity, which I certainly feel is a m o s t important 
thing. But th.e law itself, in reference to the whoic 
community should be applied to them, so this pro- 
ductivity can continue, because these same people may 
impede the progress of another porduclive person by 
the actions that they commit.” 

“Well, that’s true, of course there has to’bfe a line 
;rawn even if it’s arbitrary, but at the same time, before 
nis interview began, we mentioned Cellini and Villon, and 
think that they -would have a terrible time in today’s 
ociety, and yet look what they have left for posterity, 
i’.lon is said to have written some of the finest' literature 
nd poetry that France has had, and of course .” 

“Is that the price to be paid then?” ■ .* 

“Well, in some instances, it seems to be the story at 
cast. Now perhaps with £he advancement ii) psychiatry, 
ou’ll be able to find ways to channel those drives, and 
ocialize these- people to an extent more than we have 
one in the past. It seems to be, in some instances, in 
reative fields, the inevitable price that must .be paid both' 
y tne individual, and the community. And, of course the 
nal answer to that, I’m. unable to give you: I’m merely 
ble to say that historically, it seems to be the . case.” 
“While I was in the service, I saw how police In 
other countries have handled suspects, and I even saw 
taat some of the 'common courtesies were not eve i 
considered. As the severity of the case was greate , ^ 
tie consideration grew proportionately less. And _ I 
have also learned while talking with, people in other 
countries, and reading, how practices- similar to this 
occur by law enformement agencies in the^e coun- 
tries. For instances the deputies who are guarding you 
now They probably never have gotten a salary com- 
mensurate with the work that they perform. To pro- 
tect the average hard-working individual who is pro- 
viding for b.is fdmily, raising children, and trying to 
progress in his own way. and probably all he expects 
is to enjoy the peaceful pursuits of their individual 
endeavor without fear of molestation. Well, the laws 
in our country are often based on precedent, and lots 
ol- sscss-have been decided on that, we’ve stqtHmrTTtat 


in school. In'\„Jv of the background of this case;* 
would ynti.ifppi that the decision by the court it it werfe 
?o in your favor and you were set free, what effect 
••nk th.is would have on these people who 
V'yeics that you l-avr- arl-uitii d to. 
fAvhis would drti-i ihcin/or u iia'.l 
,n, or would this make them think 





/, toe opposite would be true, if what you’re get- 
f that they might interpret it as a license them- 
be more violent. I feel that, anyone who is famil- 
i this case at' all, and certainly there are many 
-iu that includes mostly those who have had difficulties 
vith the law, have been aware how close I’ve been t< 
execution so long, and have commented on the nature o: 
this ordeal, and how they don’t feel that they would lik< 
to go through it. I don’t believe that they ultimately woulc 
reach the point where they would rationalize this thinr 
and say ‘well, even though he did ten years in the deatl 
row, that is still all right because he got out. So I cai 
do this, and safely feel that I can get out In the first 
place, if I do get out, it’s only going to be because ulti- 
mately there is going to be a decision that I wasn’t guilty 
to begin with on the charges. So that certainly I don” 
feel that the potential criminality of someone else cav 
be equated with what might be done with me if the de 
cision is in my favor. On the contrary, I think that it 
would be an experience where they would, feel, “well, 1 
better watch out for this, or I might wind up, as a con- 
sequence of- having been on this side of the fence, ift a 
Death Row, in a . prison for a long time, because it's easiei 
once you have been in trouble, to be suspected a second 
time and a third time whether rightly or wrongly." 

“Well, how about the notoriety of your case, do 
you feel that like the books you have written, th.c 
press, stories written about von, radio, television, and 
press. Do you think that this has aided your case, or 
detracted from it, or would you .like to say anything 
about that?” 

“Yes, I definitely feel that it has impaired my ability 
to get back into court. I feel that there has been so much 
controversy and such a great atmosphere of hostility and 
prejudice in view of the nature of the offenses, that ft’s 
extremely difficult for the thing to be weighed strictly 
as .g matter of law, and here we run into perhaps one of 
the greatest problems of all, and that, is, at what poinl 
is the judiciary completely free to decide a case on it.- 
merits, irrespective of whether it is a popular* or an un- 
popular case, and how much public opinion should in- 
fluence the decision of the judiciary, and there again t’br 
independence of the judiciary is extremely important 1 
believe.” 


"I have one fast mathematical question for you . 
You once said that you were a gambler, and it’s obvi-* 
ous that you still are a gambler. Do you think that 
your odds are getting better?” 

“I think that I am in a better position than I ever 
have been. Once I’ve had this day in court, and I would 
like to say right now without going into the merits of 
this case at all, that I feel that I have had procedural due 
process at this hearing without question, so that this. case 
will be decided this time happily on its merits, I’m con- 
fident of that, and I feel that its’ going to be a fair and 
eq a i tabie - d ecision. 


- 

1 less or fr iendless. I think that I’n( igood exam ple of - t he 
reverse side of that coin. If I hadne been aWe to litigate 
* this case myself, and hadn’t been able to hire attorneys 
and private detectives to assist me, such as William Lind- 
{hart. T v- ,,l have been in a hopeless position." 

"I vair.U that most people say the value of it is 
that they think it’s a deterrent to people -who might 
be intending to commit crimes that would be punish- 
able by death, Oo you think that this ever had any 
effect on you before your prison term began? Do you ; 
think that the fact that California had a capital pun- ”j 
ishment law ever hd*d any deterring effect on any- 

I thing you ever did?” 

“Well, I think the opposite is true because the ten- 
dency of a person on my side of the fence, and I’m putting 
• aside the question of guilt or innocence of any particular 
crime now, is to react with a sort of defiant attitude 
toward the possibility" of execution or the thrfeat that if 
you keep on, you’re going to end up in the fears chamber, 
that sort of thing I’ve developed in my first book. In 
subsequent, books also, I have elaborated on this, and I 
think that rather than deterring, it has an opposite ef- 
fect.” 

“Do you tii.ink that most people in the criminal 
world would prefer life or capital punishment?" 

“Well, are you referring to -life imprisonment with- 
out possibility of parole?" 

“Thats’ right.” 

“Well, ^can only afiswer for myself, and. not for most 
people. I think that the question of course .is merely an 
academic one, and is difficult or impossible for anyone 
to answer. Personally, ho, I would not want to spend the 
rest of my life in prison. No, that’s why I am litigating 
tins case as I am now, either trying to be ultimately vin- 
dicated, or of course, be executed. I’m not looking for 
any compromise whatever. For that reason, I- can see no 
, future in spending my life behind bars.” 

“Before me I have an article in a national maga- 
zine written by you, referring to authorsli.ip in the 
death house, and in it, you refer to another man who 
is condemned to death who wrote a book, "and even- 
tually wafked out of prison, and as you put it, ‘made 
a lasting contribution, to American literature.' Now 
viewing that, and your comparison, I was just think- 
ing, is it possible that an attitude might be taken j 
from this, that a person of literary potential or intel- | 
i lectuai ability can be acquitted by supposed justice ! 

i and be set apkrt from someone who does not have 

! these inward potentials?” ' J 

| “On the contrary, I think it should definitely not, but 
: of course you have to realize there’s a price .tag in effect 
on just this, and I say that without being cynical, and 
of course if someone is more intellectually ’ta'pable, the 
odds are in his favor of surviving, the merits _of the case 
aside merely because of his ability. But as far as just 
being opposed, or the view that should be taken, I would 
say certainly not. In fact I would feel that the person 
who might 'be less capable mentally, or an illiterate, or 
someone who is not qualified to protect himself, the law 
should be more diligent in looking out for him.” 

“In view of your background and experience in 
prison and out, and your Litigation procedures, would 
you feel that stricter laws enacted eouid curb the ris- 
ing crime, rate and juvenile delinquency? Should 
schools have more control, or be high class ‘baby-sit- 
ters’ or would you suggest that the home and the 
' parents sb.ould take certain measures to keep their 
children out of trouble, or offending the code of so- , 



o, 

rank 1 


'I don’t think that more laws will solve an ything-. 
thinlf Chat the laws at present are certainly adequa ■ 
enough to cope with the problem, except perhaps 
some special new circumstance may ar.sr, i ••£, 'hat wou 
be an isolated thing. On the other lujid.7 t»*»k 11 

effort to cope with a particular problem <•*> b e 
with on every level,' and there has to be unquestionam. 
in my mind, a unified effort to do it. I think that in tim 
they will all have to get together and decide what tne 
approach is going to be, and put It together as it>'Wei> 
rather than doing ‘something of an isolated Job. 

“We!?, to try to pin it down in reference to school 
and the home, do you suggest that a stricter code be 
exercised by the teachers in the examining of home- 
work or extra-curricular activities, or should the par- 
ents assign certain curfew hours for their children 
and be responsible for them?” 

“Well, there is always a danger in that, but I wou. 
say that strictness alone is no solution to anything, b‘ 
cause you have of course youngsters who are in troub 
perhaps as a result of too much strictness. On the ot-n< 
hand, you have teenagers in trouble as a result of del 
ciency in strictness. So I think that the thing that I shou 
emphasize. is that this approach has to be. on an Inc 
vidual basis, and has to be met on that level, rather tna 

generally.” , . 

“How much responsibility, if any, should a parani 

have for the misbehavior of his youngsters?” 

“Well,, are you talking about morally, legally, < 




“Well, let’s try lcga.lly.” 

“Of course there are certain applicable laws n; 
which put a certain .limited responsibility in this respe 
to certain offenses; however, I don’t believe that the pa 
1 ent can be said to be responsible legally. If a teenag 
: seems to be maturing much more rapidly, the parent h 
j considerably a greater problem making a living for tl 
! most part, i don't think that we should make the pare); 
: more responsible legally, because I don’t think we woi. 
: be contributing anything ultimately to solving the pro 


i “I’ve wet people that I would say have rather, hipii, 

intelligence, and some of these same people have got- 
ten into trouble with the law, in prison and out, - and 
'some have been on the verge of this same difficulty, 
and yet they have terrific mental ability, I would as- 
sume, in school and "out. Some of them wli.o. have been 
in trouble have been able to rehabilitate themselves 
through their own .initiative and with outside help 
And yet, these potentially loaded people will some day 
erupt while someone is peacefully walking the streets; 
and yet they have the intellectual or intelligence abil- 
ity to reason, anil to stop these things. How can you 
cope with something like that?” 

w hat , would be your goal?, mere ly sociabeunuc . 



INNOCENT? - His creased 
forehead showing the pres- 
sures he has been subject 

to, Cary! Chessman is caught 
by ihe camera as he listens 
to, answers, and smiles at 
questions shot at him by 

Daily Troian Editors Jerry A. 
Burns and Joe Nevens. .. 

Daily Trojan rl'"tn* by Martin 
S. Rubin f 
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‘DAILY TROJAN 


Special Events 


) Joe Nevens, Special Events Editor 

,t» (Ed. Note: Today the Daily Trojan completes the 
running- of the special tape-recorded interview with 
convict-author and self-taught lawyer Caryi. Chess- 
man. Interviewing Chessman are Daily Trojan Ktlilor- 
in-Chic/ Jerry A. Burns and Joe Nevens, Daily Trojan 
Special Events Editor. The interview, was held in the 
jury room adjoining the courtroom where the Chess- 
man case is being ’tried, in the l.os Angeles County 
Superior Court Building, on Jan. 15 and 16.) 

“We spoke to those associated with your case, and 
.they stated emphatically that there are those who 
cannot be rehabilitated. With your background and 
experience what about this individual, tb.e one who 
cannot be rehabilitated?” 

' "You are putting me on the spot with a loaded ques- 
tion because you are obliging me to answer first that there 
are those, and I don’t feel that that’s*' necessarily true. 
There may be these who through brain damage or some- 
thing are not able to control their own acts, but I think 
that that’s a medical- problem, as distinguished from' a 
penalogical or a criminological one. Now if you mean sim- 
ply that there are those who are committed to the propo- 
sition philosophically, 'that the way to exist is to exist 
violently, or to exist by preying on society, I don’t think 
thats’ true; because I believe that they have a problem, 
and even though it may be buried inside themselves, I 
think with the advance in psychiatric methods and psy- 
chiatric tools and techniques, that we will reach the point 
where we’re able to look inside the man, and come cer- 
tainly with more reasonable explanations for the crim- 
inality rather than try to punish, we’ll try to approach 
it with as much as any other mental affliction or aber- 
ration, and try to treat it and correct it.” 

* “I just wanted to get that clear. Through your 
experience, would you say that everyone under these 
conditions could be approached and rehabilitated, 
£Ui£a_iJte proper conditions?” » - - j 

7 y s' 

'■ ENCLOSURE 


Wash. Post and 

Times Herald 

Wash. News 

Wash. Star — 

N. Y. Herald 

Tribune 

N. Y. Journal- 

American 

N. Y. Mirror 

N. Y. Daily News — 

N. Y. Times 

Daily Worker 1 

The Worker i- 

New Leader — — 





Jit on txcal 29 , Q.u£&s.c 


Canada 




April 


Mr. Mol:- 
Mr. N <-J 
Mr. Pa : s" 

Mr. Rose.- 


Mr. Tern.- 
Mr. Tv.,.- 
Mr. Cisv ! 


i Tele. 

Mr. Hol.o 
Miss Gan 




‘ l \±\ 



Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of 'Justice 
Washington 2 5, District of S olumbia 


Dear Mr. Hoover: . (j 1 1 

On February 13th 1958 I wrote to you enclosing a carbon copy of my previous un- 
answered letter dated December 30th 1957, in reply to your communication under r • 
date of December 13th 1957, but it appears that to date I have not received a 
reply nor a mere acknowledgement from you. ■* 

To reiterate my original request, although the Chessman case is not, as you pre- 
viously stated, within the investigative jurisdiction of tne FBI, I understand 
Author Wenzell Brown, Chairman of Ihe American Writer 1 s Committee, contacted you / 
arbund 1951; relative to this highly controversial case. From a personal stand- ^ 
point, I would like to know what you^ re action was at that time concerning this • ^ 
most unusual move with regard to a most unusual case. J 

It is obvious that you are an extremely busy person occupied with matters oi 
paramount significance. However, I would deeply appreciate a personal reply, from 

you. • ‘ . 

. - ? : 

t 


Sincerelyyow^s^^y 
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'IWn of'lJun lpsfcad 
Montreal 29, Quebec 
Canada 


t’ay IS, 
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bauera! bureau of Information 
United Staton Department of Justine 
Washington 25, -District of Cciianbia 


V' 




/c 




Dear Sir: 


pursuant to my recent -enquiry addressed - b-. T * 

?f ^ lic B^ation, United States ""* 
D:;, Ox oustece, Washington 25, District of Columbia 
i j ■ I requcstea a corslet a uji-vc-v’' 4 -; "! - - : r . • v , 

sr .oial Agents i,-,-. Charge of the federal Cur- au 1 •_ 

uxOii * L' i‘ jolu UffiCiS.". X VPC ^ «' .. t i*». , 

ary such list ins. v ' " ■-- 


i ? uld thurafor w /w . 

".ater.’.ol ior general distribution. 


^ •? * 

> J-1t 


. Jv «■; 


••- > r ould find it of considerable heir- -• 
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